Alexa Miller- Dr. Tim Murnen- EDTL 6270
Adaptations to Success 

	The day to day barriers that English Language Learners (ELL) face at school can be a daunting experience for many. Such an experience that many ELL students would rather not attend school, as they do not feel they can be as successful as the rest of their peers sitting around them. This is because ELL students are already coming to school with a barrier, a non-speaking English barrier that requires specialized and modified instruction in the English language and their academic courses (Glossary of Education Reform, 2013). To feel successful, ELL students need teachers that can provide an education that is adapted in ways that can provide them with meaning, knowledge, and successes from all content areas. Differentiation is key to education success and should be occurring for ELL students, especially in ways that are going to allow them to be digital citizens in our 21st century learning era. Just like all our students, ELL students are a part of the digital age and need adaptions with technology as they usually have limited access to digital tools at home (Robertson, 2017). Lesson adaptions are at the core for providing students with access to technology tools, while eliminating barriers they often face in day to day lessons. 
	In the lesson plan below, I conducted a literacy lesson on the skills See, Think and Wonder. This was a mini-unit in writing that was used to introduce students to the non-fiction writing unit for the year. I made several adaptations to make this a successful lesson for ELL students, in both digital and non-digital ways. The anchor posters that went along with this unit were made up of each word and a short description of each. Therefore, to make this appropriate for ELL students, the first non-digital adaptation that I made was to add visuals to go along with each word. Visuals are a great adaptation for ELL students, as they can understand a visual before they can understand a word. Once they understand and know the meaning of a visual, they can apply that meaning to a word, thus increasing their English language vocabulary. The second non-digital adaptation made was changing the guided modeling input from individual to groups. In the non-adapted lesson, I had the students think of ideas about the picture individually during our guided modeling and then share individually. In order to reinforce learning, it needs to be done socially to construct knowledge (Robertson, 2017). Therefore, I adapted the lesson by having students discuss each part of the guided modeling in groups. That way, students will be using the new vocabulary and skills in their discussions, which will help ELL students to learn and remember the content better. 
	To fuel 21st century learning, I made adaptations digitally for ELL students as well. When it came time to the student application, I assigned each student a partner and they selected a picture to wonder about. For the ELL adaptation, the students would use the QR reader app i-nigma with the tablet to scan a QR for their picture. I selected this adaptation because I could pre-select a photo and the photo would be large enough for them to see clearly. By pre-selecting a photo, the students would be receiving content from the teacher that they need to be successful (Burns, 2014). The QR code would also provide a surprise element and still allow the students to feel a sense of choice as they do not see the picture until they scan the code. Since only the ELL students would be using the QR codes and tablets, this would give them extended practice time with the technology, as they need more time to master basic skills associated with the technology (Robertson, 2017). Lastly, many ELL students struggle with writing, as they are still learning how to speak the language. Rather than making the ELL students complete the writing component of this lesson, I would have them use the app Seesaw to create a recording of their findings. They would record what they saw, what they think and what they wonder about the picture orally through the app. This would relieve the large burden they face with writing and promote success with the content. ELL students can be just as successful as their typical peers, they just need the resources, adaptations and support to do so. 
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Before Lesson- Not ELL Modified
	LESSON TITLE: See, Think and Wonder


	
OBJECTIVES:

· Using the strategy, See, Think, and Wonder, the students will be able to engage in questioning by recording their ideas for what they are seeing, thinking, and wondering about the photograph given.  

STANDARDS:
· R.I.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

I CAN STATEMENTS:
· I can ask questions about key details in a text   

	
MATERIALS:
· Baking Soda and Vinegar
· See, Think, Wonder anchor chart 
· Class model photograph and chart
· Partner photos and charts

	PROCEDURE:

Part One: Mini-Lesson (15 minutes)
· Students will be called to the carpet. To begin the mini-lesson, I will celebrate and recap the successes the students have had with questioning thus far. 
· After celebrating their success, I will be sparking their curiosity by showing the students what our brains look like when we wonder when reading. I will be using baking soda and vinegar to show the students what happens to our brains when we begin to wonder as we are reading books. 
· After the mini-experiment to spark curiosity and excitement for the lesson, I will then introduce the anchor chart for our lesson each part at a time. I will start by introducing the first part “See”. As a class, we will read what it means to see and we will have a brief discussion with items around the class we see. After see, I will follow the same format and I will introduce think and wonder. 

Part Two: Guided Model Practice (20 minutes)
· After the mini-lesson, I will model how to complete the see, think, wonder chart using a class picture. I will take the students through the process of looking at the picture and recording information under each topic. They will be sharing input to help complete the class model chart.

Part Three: Independent Practice (20 minutes)
· After I model how to properly complete the “See, Think, Wonder” chart, we will say our I Can statement as a class before breaking up into partners. After the students have met their partner, I will let them choose a picture to complete with their chart. I will talk about the expected behavior of partner time. 
· The students will get 15 minutes to complete the chart with their partner, listing four points under each title. I will be working with a small group in the back that needs more guidance with the lesson. 
· After the time is up, the students will be called back to carpet. Depending on time, we will have each group share their picture and one point under each of the title. If we run out of time, this will start off our next session. 









After Lesson- ELL Modified 
	LESSON TITLE: See, Think and Wonder


	
OBJECTIVES:

· Using the strategy, See, Think, and Wonder, the students will be able to engage in questioning by recording their ideas for what they are seeing, thinking, and wondering about the photograph given.  

STANDARDS:
· R.I.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

I CAN STATEMENTS:
· I can ask questions about key details in a text   

	
MATERIALS:
· Baking Soda and Vinegar
· See, Think, Wonder anchor chart 
· Class model photograph and chart
· Partner photos and charts

	PROCEDURE:

Part One: Mini-Lesson (15 minutes)
· Students will be called to the carpet. To begin the mini-lesson, I will celebrate and recap the successes the students have had with questioning thus far. 
· After celebrating their success, I will be sparking their curiosity by showing the students what our brains look like when we wonder when reading. I will be using baking soda and vinegar to show the students what happens to our brains when we begin to wonder as we are reading books. 
· After the mini-experiment to spark curiosity and excitement for the lesson, I will then introduce the anchor chart for our lesson each part at a time. I will start by introducing the first part “See”. As a class, we will read what it means to see and we will have a brief discussion with items around the class we see. After see, I will follow the same format and I will introduce think and wonder. *Adaptation: Pictures will be added to each word (See, think, wonder) to help ELL students better understand each word, as they are difficult words. 

Part Two: Guided Model Practice (20 minutes)
· After the mini-lesson, I will model how to complete the see, think, wonder chart using a class picture. I will take the students through the process of looking at the picture and recording information under each topic. They will be sharing input to help complete the class model chart. *Adaptation: Students will discuss in groups before sharing out as a whole class. 

Part Three: Independent Practice (20 minutes)
· After I model how to properly complete the “See, Think, Wonder” chart, we will say our I Can statement as a class before breaking up into partners. After the students have met their partner, I will let them choose a picture to complete with their chart. I will talk about the expected behavior of partner time. *Adaptation: Students will use tablet to scan a QR code of a picture that will be successful for the student to interpret for the lesson.
· The students will get 15 minutes to complete the chart with their partner, listing four points under each title. I will be working with a small group in the back that needs more guidance with the lesson. *Adaptation: Students will be able to record responses digitally by speaking into the tablet to record since writing is an area of difficulty for ELL students.
· After the time is up, the students will be called back to carpet. Depending on time, we will have each group share their picture and one point under each of the title. If we run out of time, this will start off our next session. 
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